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In tubal ectopic pregnancy the ovum becomes implanted in one of the fallopian tubes. This
condition is not uncommon,occurring about once in 250 to 300 pre gnancies and more
frequently in blacks than Caucasians. It may be brought about by anything that interferes with the
propulsion of the fertilized ovum from the fallopian tube toward the uterine cavity—e.g.,
inflammation of the fallopian tube, developmental malformation of the sacs within its canal, or
kinking of the tube. If transport to the uterus is sufficiently delayed, the ovum becomes too
large for easy passage and becomes imbedded in the wall of the fallopian tubule. Tubal

ectopic pregnancy in early stages is similar in some respects to normal pregnancy;

implantation of the ovum in the tubal wall is much like that whi ch occurs in the uterus. Also,

as pregnancy begins to develop, placental tissue, like that of i ntrauterine gestation,

develops. Eventually, however, the placenta removes itself from the tubal wall, and the

fetus is discharged as a whole mass or in smaller fragments if i t disintegrates.
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"During the seventh week, the skeleton begins to spread throughout the



body and the bones take their familiar shapes. At the end of seventh
week and during the eighth week the muscles take their positions around
the bone forms (Devolping Human, 6th Ed, 1998)
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